PATRICK BROMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk to the Council — Lorna Bleach
email: clerk@patrickbromptonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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DRAFT MINUTES of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
on Wednesday 13th May 2026, 7:20pm, in The Old Schoolroom.

PRESENT: CliIr Delaney, Clir Shepherd, Clir Whitfield, L Bleach (Clerk)

Apologies and reasons for absence
No apologies for absence were received.
No reasons for absence were required.

Clir Shepherd declared an interest in item 10.2.

Election of Officers and Declarations of Acceptance

Clir Stratton and Clir Whitehead tendered their resignations

Clir Delaney was elected Chair; proposed Cllr Shepherd, seconded Clir Whitfield
Clir Shepherd was elected Vice Chair; proposed Clir Whitfield,

seconded ClIr Delaney

Appointments to external bodies

It was proposed to defer the appointment of two Parish Councillors as voting
representatives at YLCA Branch Meetings until the next meeting.

It was proposed to defer the appointment of a Councillor to NLW & PB Village Hall
Trustees Committee until the next meeting.

The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 11th March 2026 were confirmed
as a true and correct record: proposed Clir Shepherd, seconded Clir Whitfield.

No items were raised by members of the public.

Financial matters

A Statement of accounts to 31 March 2026 were received and it was noted that the
council meets the criteria for exemption from external audit for the fiscal year
2025/26; it was resolved to sign the exemption certificate (AGAR p3).

It was resolved to approve and sign Section 1 - Annual Governance
Statement 2025/26 for Patrick Brompton Parish Council on page 5 of the
Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2025/26.

It was resolved to approve and sign Section 2 - Accounting Statements
2025/26 for Patrick Brompton Parish Council on page 6 of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26.
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All councillors resolved to approve the publication of the documents required by
Accounts & Audit Regulations 2015, the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities)
Regulations 2015 and the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.

All councillors resolved to approve the “period for the exercise of public rights” (e.qg.
1 July — 11 August 2026) during which the accounting records are available for
inspection by any interested members of the public. The period must be exactly 30
working days and must include the first 10 working days of July 2026.

It was resolved to make the following payment — proposed ClIr Shepherd,
seconded ClIr Whitfield:
YLCA Annual Membership £78.00

It was noted that the following payment(s) had already been made:
Bank charges HSBC £0.80
Meeting venue hire ACEF £28.00

The following receipt was noted:
NYC Precept (first instalment) £4,987.50

It was noted that the previous Clerk has been paid in accordance with the contract
of employment.

The banking arrangements for the financial year were considered. Clir Shepherd is
currently now the only signatory for HSBC but authority is delegated to former Clirs
Stratton and Whitehead on a temporary basis should this be necessary (as per
bank advice). Since a new bank account will be opened with Unity Bank, signatory
information can be updated accordingly. It was resolved to instruct the Clerk to go
ahead and organise a new account with Unity.

A financial support request from Patrick Brompton with Hunton PCC had been
received in relation to grass cutting; it was resolved to defer this item to the next
meeting in order to obtain more information.

Assets

The status of grassed areas in the village was discussed, since this had arisen from
the discussions around grass cutting. Some areas are the responsibility of
Highways, others the PC, while some are cut by residents and there are a number
of areas for which responsibility is currently unknown. It was resolved to delegate to
the Clerk the appropriate time and funding to determine ownership in order to
govern and manage it appropriately. This was proposed by Clir Delaney and
seconded by ClIr Whitfield.

The issue of parking on the Village Green was considered and it was noted that it
would be helpful to know of upcoming large events so that the positioning of extra
signage could be checked.
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The currency of the Village Plan & Maintenance Plan was considered. ClIr
Shepherd provided an update, noting that some items are ongoing and the Village
Plan would need revising. It was suggested to discuss this at the next meeting as
well as the potential to carry out a small village survey to see where to go next.
With regard to maintenance, Clir Shepherd noted that the phone box was due to be
painted and a number of benches may need scrubbing down.

The monthly defibrillator rota was agreed as follows:

May, Clir Whitfield; June, ClIr Delaney; July, Clir Whitfield; August, Clir Shepherd

Highways & Transport

The Clerk provided an update on the village wells. Highways had agreed that it
was an ongoing problem and potentially dangerous. The previous plan had been to
to fill in the well but when the Highways team came to do it, it was full of water.
They are now trying to determine the source of this water and will go back to see if
it is possible to use cameras to once more look into the culverts.

The Parish Council noted that cones had been clipped by passing vehicles and so
there is a risk of injury to pedestrians and residents. The Clerk will feed this back
to the Highways team.

An update from the Clerk re: Newton-le-Willows wastewater improvement scheme
was noted since the contractors had been in touch again to check whether Parish
Council land was involved. No further action to take.

It was noted that Highways wanted to know of any events that might be impacted
by area roadworks and Remembrance Sunday was the only potential event.

Planning

A response to planning appl. ZD26/00195/FULL, Northfields Farm was considered.
After discussion, the Parish Council agreed to say that there were no objections as
long as outline requests were complied with.

A response to planning application amendment ZD24/00324/0OUT,

Joiners Yard was considered. At the Chair's discretion, this item was opened to the
public. A member of the public queried who would be responsible for cleaning and
maintaining the drains; further details are needed. It was also noted that there may
be the potential to have a full village meeting when full planning is submitted. The
Parish Council noted that there is not currently a clear opinion of the village on this
matter, but they will continue to treat this matter objectively and with sensitivity. The
Parish Council held an on-site meeting with the owner to look at the new plan
produced. Discussions focussed on items already mentioned such as drains, water,
etc. The Parish Council again wanted to reiterate that in terms of waste water and
drainage, this issue needs to be looked at substantively and in detail at this stage
given the history of the village. However, the SuDS report seems to state that this
has been dealt with. In summary, the Parish Council still have same concerns as
they did originally and so the response is the same as the original: no objection in
principle to the development of the site but assurances are needed to evidence that
concerns will be dealt with properly, such as traffic and water.
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Matters raised by the Clerk

Compliance

Quotes for website options were considered and it was resolved to work with Ben
Stones to achieve a compliant website for the Parish Council.

Document & archive storage

It was agreed that in principle, a sum of up to £8/month would be paid for ensuring
there was sufficient archive storage. The Clerk was delegated authority to look at
local solutions and action steps for setting up the storage space.

Arrangements for delegated authority for issues arising between meetings in
respect of payments, compliancy decisions, planning, administrative functions of
the Parish Council are to be deferred until the next meeting

It was resolved to consider arrangements for the Clerk's pension and salary
payments as reserved business.

Housekeeping (items for future meetings; items for discussion, not resolution)

A report on events was provided. Coffee mornings are well attended and the litter
pick attracted a good number of volunteers. 14 bags of rubbish were collected.
Snowdrops had been distributed around the village and the book box has now been
re-established in the bus shelter. Derek Stratton kindly volunteered to keep looking
after the bus shelter.

The date of the next meeting — Wednesday 8 July 2026, 7pm
at The Old Schoolroom was agreed.



